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His reign was a struggle against the princes, who,
each in his own province, had as much power as
himself, who had, like him, their own army, court,
bailiffs, and some even a parlement. His principal
adversary was Charles the Bold. From the time of his
accession Louis XL had troubled the princes and had
caused discontent in his subjects: among the clergy in
revoking the Pragmatic Sanction; among the bour-
geoisie by increasing the "taille," among the nobles
by forbidding them to hunt, and among all classes
by selling positions of judges and functionaries. The
princes united against him and formed the "League
for the Public Good/' declaring that they wanted to
relieve the kingdom from the bad government of the
king. Louis XL tried to resist by means of arms, but
he was not as strong as the allies; his army was dis-
persed, his governors opened their city gates, and
Louis was obliged to yield to the princes. By the
treaty of Conflans he granted them everything that
they had demanded. Several times he tried to profit
by the embarrassments of Charles the Bold, in order
to recommence the struggle; but he could not prevent
Charles from taking and destroying the towns of
Dinant and Liege.

The Puke of Burgundy was an ally of Edward IV.,
King of England, who invaded France and withdrew
only for a recompense in money. He intended to
have himself chosen Emperor of Germany; he had
begun to acquire a part of Alsace and had gone with a
large army to the aid of the bishop of Cologne.

It was then that Louis XL succeeded in gaining,
probably for a large sum of money, the support of the